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On behalf of all the staff I would like to say how wonderful it has been to see the children back in school 

over these past two weeks.  The corridors and playgrounds are alive again with laughter and learning.   The 

children have adapted really well to our new routines and are settled into their new classes.  I would like to 

offer my sincere thanks to the whole school community.  Thank you for your understanding and 

patience, thank you for taking the time to read all of the many notes I have sent and thank you for cooperating 

with our staggered drop-offs and pick-ups.  This is only working because we have your cooperation so it is 

very much appreciated.  It is also working due to the hard work and dedication of the staff.  I would like to 

publically thank all of our staff for the exceptional work they have done to get school up and running.   

Covid Symptoms 

I attach a letter issued by the Chief Medical Officer to parents, alongside some guidance from the Department 

of Education, regarding Covid Symptoms.  This is obviously a difficult issue for all of us at the minute.  While 

I hugely appreciate parents seeking to work in partnership with us, it is important that I say that I, or any 

member of staff, are not in a position to make a final decision about whether or not you send your child to 

school.  None of us are medically trained and, if your child is at home, we will not have seen them.  When 

your child is at home, it is you as a parent who must make the final call regarding sending them in or not.  

As staff we can discuss this decision with you but ultimately it is yours to make.  When the child arrives at 

school it then falls on the school to make a decision as to whether or not they are displaying symptoms that 

give us cause for concern.  I very much appreciate the caution that has been shown by our school community 

in this regard.  It is my personal opinion that by seeking to stop the spread of colds and other viruses in our 

school we are making life easier for one another.  While being mindful of the advice from the Department 

of Education, I would urge you to continue to exercise caution in the weeks and months ahead.    

Child Protection 

Please find attached a summary of our Child Protection Policy.  If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch. 

School Fund 

School Fund is a valuable addition to our always stretched school budget.  Last year we used it to part fund 

the purchasing of the Accelerated Reader software.  I am mindful that some in our school community will 

have come under financial pressure over the past few months so I would like to stress that this is a voluntary 

donation to the school.  We are asking that each family contribute £14 per term, per family, to our school 

fund.  Payment can be made in one instalment or three.  This will be done via School Money – each parent 

will receive a text that will say they “owe” us this money but again, I stress, this is a voluntary contribution. 

Dinners 

We are hoping that we will be able to have hot meals up and running from Monday 21st September.  We 

will issue a dinner menu when we have one.  The plan is to have two sittings. P1/2/3 and then P4/5/6/7.  Each 

class will have its own dinner table, at least two metres from the other tables, to maintain our class bubbles.  

This does mean there is a slight chance that, if no other child in their class is having a dinner that day, some 

children may occasionally be sitting on their own.  All I can do is assure you that should this happen we will 

manage it as sensitively as possible.  



P1 dinners will begin on Thursday 8th October.  P1 parents should have received a link to the 

Teachers2Parents system.  Please log in beforehand to check that this is working.  All those in receipt of 

Free School Meals please log in and indicate the days on which you wish your children to have dinner. 

Music Tuition  

Music tuition is another area of much uncertainty.  In the absence of clear guidance from the Department of 

Education, we continue to monitor this situation.  There are no immediate plans to begin face to face music 

tuition.  I fully recognise this is disappointing for our children and also a challenge for our music tutors.  I 

have attached some information from Chris, the drum tutor and will forward on any other correspondence 

from our other music tutors. 

Parking 

If anyone with mobility or health issues requires a car park pass, please contact the office. 

Dates 

Staff Development Day (Pupils not in school)  2nd October 

Flu Vaccinations (more info to follow) 15th October 

School Photographs (more info to follow) 21st October 

Half Term 26th October – 30th October (Inclusive) 
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