
 

October 2020 Newsletter 

Thank You 

I have to start this newsletter with a huge thank you to everyone in our school community for their support, 

understanding and positivity over the past six weeks.  Over that time, we have made significant changes to 

many of the key aspects of school (drop-offs, uniforms, break times, homework etc.).  I am extremely grateful 

for how you as parents have responded.  Your support and encouragement are a real boost to all the staff 

in the school.   

It is great to see school up and running again.  The children have shown great resilience and appear to be 

well settled into the new year.  Many of the changes forced on us this year have actually turned out to be 

positives.  The mornings are calm, staggered break times mean more space in the playground and no school 

bell makes for a quiet and settled atmosphere.  There are lessons that can be taken from the current 

circumstances and we are striving to use this time as a learning opportunity for the whole school. 

I would also like to thank again every member of staff in the school.  Their professionalism, determination 

and dedication to the school and your children is unquestionable.  I count myself fortunate to work with 

them.     

Collection Times 

Having carefully assessed all of our new safety measures, afternoon collection is one area where we feel 

changes are required.  As we move into the colder weather, we are trying to cut down on the amount of 

time children spend waiting in the playground.  For that reason, we are going to make some minor alterations 

to the afternoon pick-ups.  Instead of dismissing children in their house groups we will now dismiss them in 

their year groups.  Instead of pick up windows we will now move to pick up times.  From Monday 5th 

October these will be as follows; 

 P1 – 1:45pm 

 P2 & P3 – 1:55pm 

 P4 & P5 – 2:45pm 

 P6 & P7 – 2:55pm 

All the other arrangements will remain the same.  Please enter the playground via the top gate and leave by 

the bottom gate.  Please keep children from using the climbing equipment / slides.  Please continue to respect 

social distancing when on school grounds. 

Parent Teacher Meetings  

Parental Consultations will take place via phone call this term.  It goes without saying that our preference 

would be to have face-to-face meetings, however, at this point this does not appear to be a wise course of 

action.  The arrangements will be as follows. 

 Phone calls will take place during the week beginning 2nd November, between 2pm and 4pm. 

 Please send a SeeSaw message to your class teacher giving 3 preferences for which day you would 

like to receive this call.  In order to provide as much flexibility as possible, we will not be offering 

specific times unless it is completely necessary.  It is unlikely that a teacher will be able to provide 

every parent with their first preference day. 

 The class teacher will confirm with you on SeeSaw what day your phone call will take place.  



 Phone calls will last approximately 10 minutes.  

 School will close early during this week to facilitate these calls.  Dismissal times will be; 

o P1, P2, P3 – 1:30pm 

o P4, P5 – 1:45pm 

o P6, P7 – 2:00pm 

Homework 

One of the significant positives we are taking from the past six weeks is the excellent engagement we have 

had with the move to online homework.  I know myself how busy family life can be and am very grateful for 

the work that parents put in at home to support learning.  What we want to ensure is that any homework 

that we set is beneficial to our pupils, without being overly burdensome on busy families.  As we move 

through this term we plan to refine our approach to homework further.  The following are the main points; 

 Homework for the week will be published on Google Classroom on Monday.  This gives you the 

full week to decide how and when the homework is completed; 

 This will include spellings and tables/number facts for the week – children should practise these each 

evening, as well as reading; 

 We are purchasing access to an online, interactive maths website called Mathletics 

(https://www.mathletics.com/uk/).  This is an excellent programme which I have personal experience 

of using in the past and is in use in a number of other local primary schools.  It is interactive, 

motivating and interesting for children.  Our hope is to use this programme to provide one maths 

homework per week to each child.  Further details will be provided through your class teacher. 

 One other Activity Based Homework will be set each week.  This may have a literacy focus, a topic 

work focus or a World Around Us focus.  Submission of this homework will be via Google Classroom. 

In an ever increasingly digital world, there is undoubtedly benefit in teaching children how to use online 

platforms to access and submit work.  What we have put together should make homework more relevant, 

more enjoyable and more motivating.      

School Photos 

Our school photographer will be in school on Wednesday 21st October to take individual photographs.  

This will be done under strict social distancing and hygiene measures.  There will be a pre-registration link 

issued to parents, via email, in the next few days.  If you wish to have a photograph taken you must use the 

pre-registration link to inform the photographer.  Unfortunately, due to the need to maintain class bubbles, 

we are unable to offer family photos this year.  I apologise for the disappointment this will cause. 

School Fund 

Thank you so much for all the contributions we have had to school fund.  It is this income which can help us 

fund projects such as Accelerated Reader and Mathletics so we appreciate your ongoing support. 

Dates 

First full day for P1 (Dinners should be pre-

booked, please contact office if you are having 

difficulty) 

8th October 

Flu Vaccinations 15th October 

School Photographer 21st October 

Half Term 26th October – 30th October 

Parent Teacher Interviews (early finish) 2nd November – 6th November 

 

Dr G Walker 

Principal 

https://www.mathletics.com/uk/

